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Condos  everywhere...  and  look  at  all  the  afford¬ 
able  housing  we  can  build  (see  insert  on  cover). 
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The  Semaphore  is  a  publication  of  the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  for  its 
members.  Articles,  except  for  the  summary  of  Board  of  Directors’  Motions,  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  official  position  of  the  Association  or  its  Officers,  but  are  the 
opinions  of  the  writers  of  the  individual  signed  articles.  The  Association  can  take 
no  responsibility  for  their  content.  This  membership  publication  is  not  to  be 
reprinted  or  disseminated  without  permission  in  writing. 


This  developer's  dream  and  Hill  Dwellers  night¬ 
mare  has  not  yet  been  suggested,  since  there  is  a 
recession  on  at  the  moment,  and  tlie  banks  that  are  left 
are  not  too  eager  to  make  more  speculative  real  estate 
loans  at  tlie  moment. 
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President’s 

Message 

By:  June  Fraps 

As  anyone  who  was  at  the 
Election  Dinner  April  9  knows,  the 
new  year  has  gotten  off  to  a  flying 
start  for  the  new  officers  and  board. 
If  you’ve  been  reading  tlie  papers 
widi  any  regularity,  you  probably 
know  more  tlian  you’d  like  to  know 
about  die  filming  of  “Basic  In¬ 
stincts,’’  and  die  problems  it  caused 
in  die  neighborhood. 

Now  dial  die  dust  has  settled, 
we’re  turning  our  attention  to  de¬ 
veloping  liveable  guidelines  for 
filming  on  die  Hill.  Rod  Freebaim- 
Sniith  and  Nancy  Walker  will  be 
spearheading  die  effort,  and  need 
input  from  diose  most  directly  in¬ 
volved.  Call  diem  widi  your  con¬ 
cerns! 


We’re  trying  to  take  a  look  at 
die  issues  and  interests  diat  might 
guide  us  in  our  activities  for  the 
coming  year,  and  are  considering 
some  new  ideas.  We  hope  you’ll 
suggest  some,  too,  and  get  involved 
in  some  of  die  projects  already  un¬ 
derway.  The  new  officers  and  tKDard, 
and  dieir  phone  numbers,  are  listed 
on  die  inside  front  cover  of  die 
Semaphore,  let  diem  know  what 
you  diink! 

If  you’ve  gotten  a  dues  re¬ 
newal  notice  recently,  you’ve  prob¬ 
ably  noted  two  new  areas  of  interest 
to  be  checked  off,  two  areas  diat  we 
diink  will  require  attention  for  die 
next  few  years:  die  Library,  specifi¬ 


c  a  1 1  y 
our 
North 
Beach 
branch, 

and  die  Presidio  and  the  GGNRA.  If 
these  are  areas  you’re  interested  in, 
let  me  know  (we’ll  need  chairs  for 
both  groups.) 


A  Theater  Party  is  scheduled 
for  July  18,  with  a  performance  of 
“Bus  Stop’’  at  the  North  Beach 
Repertory  Theater  at  The  Cannery, 
followed  by  a  cast  party.  If  this 
appeals  to  you,  make  your  reserva¬ 
tion  (with  check)  with  Gerry 
Crowley.  (Details  on  page  00.) 


Another  idea  in  the  planning 
stages  is  a  Waterfront  Walk,  a  look 
at  the  possibilities  for  the 
Embarcadero  without  die  freeway, 
widi  various  speakers  along  the  way 
to  discuss  the  proposed  plans  for  the 
roadway  and  the  newly  available 
open  space.  We’d  end  this  with  a 
party.  If  you’re  interested  in  this 
and  would  like  to  help  with  the 
planning,  call  Bob  Tibbits  or  Gerry 
Crowley. 


A  look  at  die  history  in  our 
own  backyard  is  anodier  idea  we’re 
exploring.  Kitty DonnellyandWells 
Whitney  are  going  to  develop  a 
walking  tour  of  Telegraph  Hill,  and 
will  need  guides  and/or  amateur 
historians  to  help.  If  you’re  inter¬ 
ested,  give  them  a  call. 


Historian’s 

Report 

By  Cheryl  Bentley 

The  Telegraph  Hill  Bulletin 
of  July,  1959,  had  some  soul  search¬ 
ing  aboutTHD  in  the  organization’s 
sixdi  year. 

"Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers,"  it 
asked,  "what  is  it?" 

Eive  years  ago  the  Dwellers 
was  created  to  preserve  and  im¬ 
prove  Telgraph  Hill.  Completed 
projects  include  the  retention  of  the 
#39  bus,  establishment  of  a  40-ft 
height  limitation  on  the  south  side 
of  the  hill,  tree  planting  on  Union 
and  Chestnut  Streets,  and  having 
wires  placed  underground  on  part  of 
Montgomery  Street." 

Having  stated  its  objectives 
and  accomplishments,  THD  invited 
neighbors  to  join  for  a  hefty  $1.00  a 
year. 


The  Bulletin  noted  that  in  the 
1870’s  five  cottages  were  built  on 
the  east  side  of  the  1400  block  of 
Montgomery.  In  echoes  of  1991, 
three  were  condemned  and  tom 
down  in  March,  1959.  One  had  pre¬ 
viously  been  demolished,  and  an- 
otlier  moved  to  Greenwich  Street  to 
make  room  for  a  4-unit  apartment 
building. 

Miss  Eda  Hoelscher,  one  of 
the  first  of  Telegraph  Hill’s  many 
cat  ladies,  lived  in  a  cottage  before 
its  fall  to  tlie  apartment  complex.  At 
one  time  Miss  Hoelscher  fed  9  cats. 

Continued  Page  4 
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Free  Park  &  Ride 
Chinatown  /  North  Beach 


Shuttle 

By  Nancy  Katz 

Ridership  on  the  free  shuttle 
from  the  Golden  Gateway  Garage 
has  been  disappointing,  specially 
to  Nortli  Beach  (we  lack  publicity). 
This  spring  the  Parking  Authority 
reduced  tlie  bus  service  to  Saturday 
and  Sunday  only  from  10  AM  to  6 
PM,  at  15  minutes  intervals,  but 
FUEE  validated  parking  is  still 
available  at  tlie  garage.  It  is  hoped 
that  ridership  will  improve  widi  tlie 
tourist  season,  but  if  not,  tlie  bus 


route  will  be  changed  to  Chinatown 
and  Broadway  only.  Let’s  not  let 
this  free  gift  to  promote  business 
slip  dirough  our  fingers.  Encourage 
your  visitors,  friends  and  relatives, 
and  especially  your  North  Beach 
merchant  friends  to  promote  the  use 
of  tliis  free  garage  and  shuttle.  We 
need  to  print  10  tliousand  free  flyers 
(like  Chinatown’s  merchants  did) 
to  promote  North  Beach’s  partici¬ 
pation  and  cut  down  on  gridlock  and 
Nortli  Beach  parking. 


North  Beach  Fair  Time 


By  Marsha  Garland 

The  37tli  Annual  Nortli  Beach 
Fair  on  Grant  Avenue  and  Green 
Street,  is  Fathers  Day  Weekend, 
June  15  -  16.  This  year  KGO  and 
KJAZ  radio  stations  will  broadcast 
live  at  tlie  fair. 

The  annual  Best  of  North 
Beach  Food  Contest  categories  are 
pizza,  homemade  sausage,  risotto, 
pasta,  calamari  fritti,  cappuccino 
and  biscotti.  Celebrity  judges  lined 
up  so  far  include  Examiner  colum- 
nist  Rob  Morse,  restaurateur 
Modesto  Lanzone,  Sunset  Maga¬ 
zine  editor  Jerry  Del  Vecchio,  Chef 
Jacky  Robert  (Amelio’s),  Chef 
Giancarlo  Bortolotto  (La  Pergola), 
Chef  Rene  Verdon  (formerly  of  tlie 
White  House)  and  food  writer  Bill 


Citara  (Marin  Independent  Journal 
and  Bay  Food). 

Blues  musicians  long  associ¬ 
ated  witli  North  Beach  and  featured 
on  different  stages  in  tliis  years  fair 
are  Johnny  Noctun,  Johnny  Nitro, 
Hawkey  Herman,  Big  Bones  and 
Paul  Pina,  Ron  Hacker  and  the  Hack¬ 
saws,  Fay  Carol,  Larry  Hunt  and  the 
Blue  Flames,  The  Mile  High  Club 
Big  Blues  Band  (the  house  band  of 
the  legendary  Oakland  Blues  Club), 
Cool  Papa,  and  Stu  Blank  and  the 
Nasty  Habits. 

Street  performers  include  op¬ 
era  singer  Robert  Klos  and  Buzzy 
Linhart,  who  penned  "You  Gotta 
Have  Friends"  for  Bette  Midler. 

The  very  popular  Peruvian 
folk  band,  "Markahuasi",  may,  as  in 


r  prSiTarS^Tt" 

I  Golden  Gate  Garage 
j  Washington  St.  at  Battery 
I  or  Clay  at  Battery 
I  Thr&Fri  6PM-Midnight 

I  Sat  lOAM-Midnight 

I  Sun.  10AM-6PM 

j  FREE  SHUTTLE  BUS 
j  Runs  every  15  minutes  Sat.&  Sun. 
■  10AM-6PM 
I  Stops  at; 

I  Jackson  at  Kearny 
I  Columbus  at  Broadway 
I  Columbus  at  Green 
I  Columbus  at  Union  (Washington 
j  Square) 

I  Look  for  the  Red  &  White  sign  of 
I  tlie  TransAmerica  Pyramid. 


years  past,  mystically  appear  at  one 
comer  or  another.  See  you  tliere 
too! 


History... 


Many  current  THD  members 
were  active  in  1959.  Mary 
Erckenbrack  had  exhibitions  of  her 
scultures  in  tlie  Jackson  Square  area. 
David  Myrick  wrote  a  piece  for  the 
Nevada  Highway  Magazine  and  an 
introduction  to  a  reprint  of 
"Comstock  Mining  and  Miners." 

THD  committees  included 
action,  bulletin,  membership  and 
dues,  parking,  poles  and  wires,  and 
publicity. 


m  mi 


19  Maiden  Lane.  San  Francisco.  CA  9-4 108 


A  San  Francisco  tradition  located  in 
fashionable  Maiden  Lane  oflF  LTnion 
Square,  featuring  Northern  Italian 
cuisine  with  Continental  service. 

A  favorite  before  and  after 
the  theatre  for  dining  and 
cocktails  since  1955. 

Lunch  Monday- Saturday 
11:30-^:00 

Dinner  5:00-10:30  nightly 
Private  parties  accommodating 


RESTAURANT 

347Gearv  Street  San  Francisca  CA  94102 

San  Francisco  Traditional  Italian 
style  cuisine  with  exhibition 
cooking  located  in  the  heart  of 
Union  Square  adjacent  to  the 
theatre  district 

Open  for  breakfast,  lunch,  dinner, 
and  cocktails  daily  from 
7 :00  am  to  1 :00  am 


For  raMfvation*  plaasa  call  989.e733. 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted. 


CITY  LIGHTS 

Booksellers  &.  Publishers 
261  Columbus  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
(415)  362-8193 


Levi’s  Plaza 


HEADERS  CLEANERS 

Complete  Dry  Cleaning 
Services 


1475  Sansome  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  Paula  Headers  Kearn 

781-8200 


Joyce  Jones 
Personal  Assistant 

Clieckbook  balancing,  insurance  form 
filing,  correspondence,  errands, 
arrangements,  household  management, 
home/office  organization,  and  much  more. 
Reasonable.  Excellent  references.  282-5730. 


Freebairn-Smith  &  Associates 

Planning,  Urban  Design,  Architecture 


(415)  398  4094 


cciT  Tcwcc  suer 


Friends  of  Recreation  &  Parks 


EXHIBITS  BY  LOCAL  ARTISTS 

Full  Bar 

Espresso,  Cappuccino 
Anchor  Steam  on  Draught 

A  Gathering  Place  For  The 
Creative  People  Of  Bohemia 
By  The  Bay  Since  The  Forties 

I.Q.s  Checked  At  Door 

Open  Every  Day  Of  The  Year  6  am-2  am' 

255  COLUMBUS  N.  BEACH 
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Social  Committee 


Membership 


By  Gerry  Crowley 


The  Social  Committee  is  plan¬ 
ning  to  offer  members  a  more  di¬ 
verse  calendar  of  events  tliis  year 
starting  witli  an  art  gallery  wine 
reception  at  Tom  Lee’s  Fine  Art 
Studio  on  June  6,  where  we  meet 
witli  nine  Nortli  Beach  artists  and 
viewe  tlieir  works. 

Tom  also 
extends  an  invi¬ 
tation  for  our 
membership  to 
stop  by  his  gal¬ 
lery  on  July  4  for 
a  glass  of  wine 
and  to  view  a 
new  showing  from  6  to  8  p.m. 

A  theater  party  has  been 
planned  for  Thursday,  July  18,  at 
die  Nortli  Beach  Repertory  Theater 
at  The  Cannery.  We  have  reserved 
all  60  seats  at  $15  each  for  William 
Inge’s  "Bus  Stop."  After  tlie  8  p.m. 
performance,  we’ll  enjoy  wine, 
champagne  and  cheese  wi di  die  cast. 
Send  checks  payable  to  Gerry 
Crowley  at  1808  Grant,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  94133  by  no  later  dian  5  p.m. 
Friday,  July  5. 

The  San  Francisco  Symphony 
presents  its  All-San  Francisco  Con¬ 
cert  on  Thursday,  September  5  at  8 
p.m.  for  die  incredibly  low  price  of 
$7  per  ticket.  Because  we  compete 


with  other  neighborhood  groups 
widiin  die  city,  tickets  must  be  or¬ 
dered  and  paid  for  well  in  advance. 
Send  checks  payable  to  Gerry 
Crowley  at  1808  Grant  Avenue,  San 
Francisco,  94133,  by  no  later  than  5 
p.m.  Wednesday,  July  10. 

At  least 
two  guided 
neighborhood 
walks  are  in  the 
planning  stages. 
Ideas  include  a 
waterfront  walk 
perhaps  culmi¬ 
nating  widi  jazz 
and  cocktails  at  Pier  23,  and  an 
edinic  North  Beach  walk  ending 
widi  an  informal  reception  at  the 
Maritime  Museum. 

Our  next  general  membership 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday, 
August  26  at  a  restaurant  to  be  se¬ 
lected  later.  Sunday,  October  6, 
will  find  Dwellers  at  our  Annual 
Coit  Tower  Picnic,  and  Sunday,  De¬ 
cember  15,  is  the  tentative  date  for 
our  Christmas  celebration. 

Ideas  and  suggestions  from 
members  are  welcomed  and  encour¬ 
aged.  I  may  be  reached  at  445-5547 
(preferred  number,  daytime)  or  78 1  - 
4201.  Is  tliere  an  artist  among  us 
who  would  be  willing  to  design  an 
occasional  invitation  or  flyer? 


Welcome  to  the  following  new 
members  who  have  joined  THD 
since  the  last  Semaphore  was  pub¬ 
lished:  Richard  and  Eileen  Avila« 
Jennifer  Barclay  and  Richard 
Collier,  Bruce  Benzler,  Bear 
Carlson,  Charles  Farruggia,  Bruce 
Fukuji,  Jayne  Krawiec,  John  Kriken, 
Karen  and  Thomas  Lantz,  Sanford 
Lau,  Ron  Mann,  Stewart  Morton, 
Jane  Rades,  Henrik  Rasmussen, 
Alvaro  Rego,  Jr.,  Russell  and 
Jacquelyn  Sands,  Stacey  Sadumi, 
Kevin  Shelley  and  Jeanette  Sperry; 
and  we  welcome  back  Edith  Hyler. 

Thanks  to  all  of  you  who  re¬ 
sponded  promptly  to  the  recent  dues 
mailings.  You  are  helping  us  enor¬ 
mously  by  saving  us  tlie  cost  and 
effort  of  sending  out  reminder  no¬ 
tices.  If  you  are  not  renewing  be¬ 
cause  you  are  moving  away,  just 
send  a  postcard  to  P.O.  Box  330159, 
San  Francisco,  94133.  We  hate  to 
lose  you,  but  we  don’t  want  to  mail 
you  unwanted  material. 

The  Nortli  Beach  Fair  is  com¬ 
ing  up  tlie  weekend  of  June  15-16. 
THD  has  a  booth  at  the  Fair  where 
have  a  chance  to  meet  new  residents 
and  provide  information  on  THD 
and  our  activities.  If  you’d  like  to 
help  out  at  tlie  Fair,  call  Kitty 
Donnelly  at  986-0472. 


TELL  YOUR  NEIGHBORS 
ABOUT  THE  THD  AND 
HOW  THEY  CAN  MAKE 
THE  HILL  AN  EVEN  BET¬ 
TER  PLACE  TO  LIVE 


North  Beach  Artists 
Theater  Party 
Neighborhood  Walks 
and  More.... 


ABLE  BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  CO. 

868  Folsom  Street,  San  Francisco,  Calif.  94107,  Tel:  981-8070 


Angelo  J.  Boschetto 


Victorian  Charm  at  Reasonable  Rates  in  the  Heart  of  North  Beach  and  Fisherman's  Wharf 


Daily  Rates 
$45  to  $65 


REMO  Weekly  Riites 

Also  A vuiliilile 


2237  Mason,  San  Francisco,  California  (415)  776-8688 
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HILL-NIKS  NIX  NIGHT  FIX 

By  Rod  Freebaim-Smith 


In  the 
aftermath  of  all 
night  shooting 
schedules  and 
other  unusual 
requirements  for 
Michael 
Douglas’  "Basic  Instincts",  a  feature 


in  gratitude  to  all  who  endured  the 
unusual  and  trying  circumstances. 

A  significant  percentage  of 
Hill  Dwellers  insist  that  the  time  is 
long  overdue  for  tighter  constraints 
on  what  film  and  TV  production 
companies  can  and  cannot  do  in  our 


public  spaces  and  on  private  prop¬ 
erty  when  it  affects  neighbors. 

Please  write  your  reactions 
and  recommendations  to  the  Editor, 
Semaphore,  PO  Box  330159,  SF 
CA  94133. 


film  recently  in  production  on 
Telegraph  Hill,  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Hill  Dwellers  has 
requested  that  Nancy  Walker  and 
Rod  Freebairn-Smith  form  a 
committee  representing  all  sides  of 
tlie  film  production  issue. 

They  will  draft  a  new  set  of 
guidelines  for  consideration  by  tlie 
North  Beach  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  by  local  residents,  and  by 
otlier  neighborhood  organizations 
tliat  see  frequent  film  crews  in  their 
streets  and  homes. 

The  new  guidelines  will  be 
submitted  to  the  City  for  discussion 
and  adoption.  Controls  on  filming 
in  the  evenings  and  late  at  night  will 
be  one  focus  of  tlie  committee’s 
work. 


Tlie  Hill  Dwellers,  who  nego¬ 
tiated  a  cash  contribution  from  tlie 
film  maker  for  tlie  Telegraph  Hill 
Neighboriiood  Center,  want  to  thank 
all  Hill  residents  and  business  people 
whose  lives  and  sleep  were  dis¬ 
rupted  by  filming  "Basic  Instincts". 

You  did  not  suffer  entirely  in 
vain.  Carolco,  the  producers,  made 
a  $40,000  gift  to  day  care,  children’s 
and  senior’s  programs  at  the  Center 


THE  TELEGRAPH  HILL  DWELLERS 
1991/1992  BUDGET 


DESCRIPTION 

ACTUAL 

88/89 

ACTUAL 

89/90 

ACTUAL 

90/91 

BUDGET 

91/92 

DUES  (1) 

7573 

7491 

8918 

9000 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

528 

444 

560 

500 

SEMAPHORE  ADS 

4882 

4078 

4573 

5400 

MONEY  MARKET  INT 

877 

1064 

1034 

850 

MI SC  INCOME 

220 

488 

0 

200 

TOTAL  INCOME 

14080 

13565 

15085 

15950 

EXPENSES 

MEMBERSHIP 

643 

622 

621 

660 

SEMAPHORE 

5316 

4437 

4808 

5400 

SOCIAL 

2493 

4231 

3927 

4000 

PLANNING  A  ZONING 

500 

81 

162 

300 

COMMUNITY  RELATIONS 

270 

350 

330 

350 

COMMUNITY  SUPPORT 

125 

440 

619 

600 

BOARD  MEET  &  COMMON 

398 

872 

591 

1200 

ELECTION  MIGHT 
PRESIDENT'S  FUND 

178 

32 

221 

250 

200 

LIABILITY  INS  (2) 

1830 

-315 

2859 

2959 

MISC. 

202 

0 

21 

31 

TOTAL  EXPENSES 

11955 

10750 

14159 

15950 

INCOME  IN  EXCESS  OF 

EXPENSES 

2125 

2815 

926 

0 

(1)  AS  UE  ARE  ON  A  CASH  BASIS,  DUES  FROM  MEMBERS  HAVE  NOT  IN 
THE  PAST  BEEN  ALLOCATED  TO  THE  PROPER  PERIOD,  THIS  HAS  NOW 
BEEN  CORRECTED. 


(2)  DURING, THE  PAST  TWO  YEARS  OUR  EXPENSES  HAVE  BEEN  LOWER 
THAN  ANTICIPATED  DUE  TO  VARIOUS  ISSUES  RELATED  TO  OUR 
LIABILITY  INSURANCE  POLICIES. 
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The  Little 
Red  House 
On  Kearny 


By  O’Brien  Heneman 


The  little  red  house  at  1354- 
56  Kearny  Street  was  built  in  1906 
by  Giovanni  and  Giovanna  Figoni 
to  replace  Uieir  home  on  tlie  same 
site,  destroyed  in  tlie  fire  tliat  swept 
over  Telegraph  Hill  following  tlie 
great  San  Francisco  Eartliquake. 

They  were  to  become  die 
grandparents  of  Melvin  Figoni,  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  Nortli  Beach  land¬ 
mark,  Figoni  Hardware,  at  1351 
Grant  Avenue. 


You  don’t  see  many  stores 
like  Figoni's  any  more;  essentially 
unchanged  from  the  way  it  looked 
75  years  ago.  Down  eitlier  side  wall 
run  tlie  original  floor-to-ceiling 
shelves  witli  tlieir  old-fashioned  lad¬ 
ders  on  tracks  tliat  Mel  and  his 
assistant,  Ron  Graliam,  push  into 


many  renova¬ 
tions. 


After  his 
family  sold  tlie 
house  to  Ruby 
Moore  in  the 


position  to  reach  every  imaginable 
kind  of  hardware. 

A  tall,  handsome  octogenar¬ 
ian,  Mel  rules  his  emporium  with  an 
iron  hand:  notliing  escapes  his  no¬ 
tice,  no  item  is  too  hard  to  find,  and 
no  customer 
leaves  unsatis¬ 
fied.  Over  the 
years,  however, 

Mel  has  always 
resisted  revisiting 
tlie  Kearny  Street 
house  to  view  its 


1940s,  she  did  major  remodeling, 
and  modernization  has  taken  place 
periodically  since  then.  But  since 
my  husband  and  I  bought  tlie  house 
in  1989,  Mel  has  graciously  an¬ 
swered  our  many  questions  about 
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his  family ’ s  history  there,  and  tliis  is 
what  he  has  told  us: 

Giovanni  and  Giovanna 
Figoni  emigrated  to  San  Francisco 
from  Varese  Figure,  near  Genoa,  in 
1882  or  1883,  but  soon  moved  to  a 
farm  near  Talmage,  east  of  Ukiali. 
There  the  young  couple  was  "burned 
out  for  the  first  time,"  as  Mel  says, 
probably  by  Indians. 

They  retuned  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  took  up  temporary  resi¬ 
dence  at  a  rooming  house  in  an  alley 
off  Broadway,  where  their  first  child, 
Emile,  Mel’s  father,  was  bom  in 
1884.  In  1885,  the  couple  bought 
die  original  house  at  the  Kearny 
Street  site.  The  property  was  to  re¬ 
main  in  the  family  for  almost  60 
years. 

After  the  Figoni’s  lost  their 
second  home  to  fire  in  1906,  they 
built  die  present  house  using  virgin 
redwood  from  the  north  coast. 
Emile,  who  became  a  grocer,  mar¬ 
ried  in  1907,  and  moved  to  Octavia 
Street,  where  Mel  was  bom  in  1908. 
He  remembers  coming  up  the  bill  to 
Kearny  Street  over  die  years  to  see 
his  grandmodier. 

She  liked  to  sit  in  the  sunny 
front  room  on  the  third  floor  over¬ 
looking  Nordi  Beach,  where  she 
received  constant  visits  from  her 
family  and  her  many  friends  in  die 
Italian  community 


When  the  Figoni's  rebuilt  their 
house  in  1906,  they  added  a  small 
separate  building  in  the  rear  with 
two  bachelor  apartments  diat  they 
rented  out.  First  renters  were  con¬ 
struction  workers  who  flocked  to 
San  Francisco  to  rebuild  the  earth¬ 
quake  damaged  city.  Later  tenants 
included  a  scavenger  and  a  janitor. 

Mel  remembers  playing  in  the 
backyard  as  a  boy,  near  die  two 
wine  cellars  "against  the  mountain" 
where  his  grandfather  made  and 
stored  the  family’s  wine.  There 
were  also  two  side  cellars  for  stor¬ 
ing  cheese  and  other  provisions, 
and  back  porches  on  both  upper 
floors  with  outdoor  privies  attached. 

In  about  1915,  Mel’s  uncle 
Louis,  who  was  a  plumber,  and  Joe 
Florio,  an  electrician,  bought  the 
hardware  store  on  Grant  Avenue 
and  renamed  it  Florio  and  Figoni. 
Mel  remembers  his  uncle  Lou  work¬ 
ing  in  the  San  Francisco  shipyards 
as  a  plumber  during  World  War  I. 
When  the  partnership  broke  up  in 
1924,  Lou  took  over  the  business, 
now  called  Figoni  Hardware,  and 
young  Mel  went  to  work  for  his 
uncle  at  the  age  of  15. 

Shortly  after  this,  the  young 
man  struck  gold.  In  a  comer  of  the 
cellar  in  his  grandmother’s  house 
one  day,  he  discovered  two  bags  of 
shiny  metal  dust.  Visions  of  enough 


wealth  to  purchase  his  coveted  first 
car,  a  red  roadster,  danced  before 
Mel’s  eyes.  He  mshed  down  Tele¬ 
graph  Ifill  with  the  bags  to  the  hard¬ 
ware  store  to  show  them  to  his  uncle. 

The  two  excited  men  took  the 
gold  to  a  jeweler  to  be  assayed.  To 
this  day,  Mel  doesn’t  know  why 
someone  would  have  hidden  those 
two  bags  of  brass  filings  in  his 
grandmother’s  cellar. 

Sixty  years  later,  in  that  same 
cellar,  we  found,  a  slender-necked, 
hand-blown,  pale  blue  apothecary 
bottle  in  perfect  condition— as  pre¬ 
cious  in  its  own  way  to  us  today  as 
Mel’s  "gold"  would  have  been  to 
him. 

The  little  red  house  on  Keamy 
Street  goes  on  accumulating  its  ex¬ 
periences,  and  Mel  Figoni,  who  has 
been  at  his  post  in  the  hardware 
store  for  67  years,  goes  on,  as  he 
says,  "growing  old  along  with  my 
ladders." 


WANT  ADS 


Able  Neighborhood  Handy¬ 
man  available  for  houshold  repairs, 
painting,  basic  plumbing  and  wir¬ 
ing.  building  shelves  and  decks. 
References,  Reasonable  rates. 
Irving  -  781-1483 


YOUR  AD  could  be  here  for  only 
$10.  Call  Steve  Hord  781-1117 
with  your  copy  for  the  next  issue. 
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ROOFTOP  RUMINATIONS 

By  Helen  von  Ammon 


The  life  of  a  single  woman  in 
the  Middle  East  is  circumscribed  by 
regional  customs  and  other  less  ar¬ 
cane  ratiocinations.  It  was  from  my 
balcony  in  Tripoli,  Libya,  that  I  first 
became  fascinated  by  rooftops. 

From  New  York  City’s  anach¬ 
ronistic  but  still  useful  watertowers, 
to  tlie  Middle  East,  Japan,  Paris, 
London,  Russian  Hill  to  North 
Beach,  rooftops  are  individual  in 
character  and  how  tliey  are  used 
reveals  much  about  tlie  occupants 
beneatli  tliem. 

High  walls  conceal  all  activi¬ 
ties  in  courtyards  and  on  rooftops  of 
native  houses  in  Tripoli.  These  flat 
rooftops,  were  often  pale  ochre  col¬ 
ors  which  softened  in  the  waning 
light  to  beautiful  pastel  hues  and 
abstract  rectangles. 

Often  I  enjoyed  a  postpran¬ 
dial  cognac  on  my  deck,  and  as  a 
painter,  these  scenes  delighted  me. 
From  tliis  elevation  I  viewed  tlie 
activities  of  a  tiny  village  below. 

I  observed  women  preparing 
food,  spinning  wool  on  supported 
spindles,  and,  from  a  discreet  dis¬ 
tance,  was  an  uninvited  guest  at 
weddings  and  funerals.  The  pierc¬ 
ingly  eerie  vocalizations  of  women 
expressing  dieirdeep  emotions  defy 
description. 


On  one  side  of  my  highrise 
apartment  building  in  Tehran,  Iran, 
sheep  grazed  placidly  in  an  empty 
field,  against  serene,  snow  covered 
mountains  in  the  far  distance.  The 
opposite  side  of  the  building  was  on 
a  major  intersection.  Many 
Tehranian  drivers  played  chicken. 
Much  too  frequently,  both  drivers 
lost  in  cacophonous  crashes. 


Sheep  grazed  placidly  in  an 
empty  field,  against  serene, 
snow  covered  mountains 


In  Nortli  Beach  one  glorious 
afternoon,  I  glanced  at  a  nearby  roof 
and  observed  an  enormous  lump 
covered  with  a  blanket.  Brilliant 
sun  dazzled  my  eyes;  it  appeared  to 
be  a  large  mound  of  dough  which 
changed  shape  in  time-lapse  pho¬ 
tography.  After  several  minutes  of 
my  rapt  curiosity,  a  young,  male 
face,  Uien  a  pretty  female  peeked 
from  beneath  tlie  blanket.  Four  eyes 
saw  me  staring  at  them.  They 
grinned  at  me  with  self-conscious 
satisfaction  and  waved.  I  returned 
their  greeting,  sheepishly  feeling 
like  an  unwitting  voyeur. 

With  a  warm  glow  I  watch 
tliree  young  children  camp  out  on 
Uie  deck  of  a  nearby  North  Beach 
neighbor.  Supported  by  two  chairs, 
a  colorful  afghan  becomes  a  tent... a 
private  place  to  share  recent  impor¬ 


tant  events.  Fun,  even  though  peas 
and  com  roll  off  the  plates  as  tliey 
eat  supper  seated  on  pillows  inside 
tlieir  fort.  On  starry  nights  tlie  three 
girls,  Eenie,  Meenie,  Meinie  and 
Mo,  tlie  cat,  curl  up  in  sleeping 
bags.  Mo-Cat  walks  daintily  over 
tliem.  He  sits  on  each  girl’s  face 
before  making  a  temporary  deci¬ 
sion  as  to  whom  he  will  favor  with 
his  warm  coat  and  purring  content¬ 
ment. 

Tired  from  the  day’s  activi¬ 
ties,  Uiese  articulate,  lovely  girls  of 
15  and  9  years  of  age,  feel  omnipo¬ 
tent,  unaware  of  traffic,  fire  laddies 
rushing  to  their  urgent  duty,  and 
myriad  city  noises.  They  sleep 
deeply,  wami  and  secure  under  stars 
which  must  compete  witli  city  lights. 

North  Beach/Telegraph  Hill 
roofs  often  have  clothes  drying  plat¬ 
forms  witliubiquitouspicket  fences. 
These  buildings  were  erected  be¬ 
fore  tlie  clothes  dryer  was  a  house¬ 
hold  appliance.  Moreover,  tlie  den¬ 
sity  of  so  many  small  lots  did  not 
allow  for  clotheslines.  Harmoni¬ 
ously  colorful  clothes  writhe  and 
strain  on  their  clothes-pins  as  tliey 
flap  in  strong  winds  off  the  Bay. 

Practical  Asians  use  these 
platforms  for  drying  long  strips  of 
Chinese  bacon.  Small,  salted  fish, 
said  to  increase  the  appetite,  are 
dried  on  sunny  days.  Witli  fore- 
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sight,  bok  choi,  mustard  greens  and 
lotus  stems  are  dried  and  enjoyed 
long  after  they  are  out  of  season. 

Late  one  night,  during  exten¬ 
sive  construction  on  die  top  floor  of 
my  building,  cowboy  music,  lach¬ 
rymose  and  twangy,  played  at 
megadecibels  diroughout  the  night. 
I  was  livid  at  die  insensitivity  to¬ 
ward  diis  densely  populated  neigh¬ 
borhood,  and  me  in  particular.  The 
next  day  die  men  returned  to  work 
and  one  of  diem  reprehensively 
avoided  looking  me  as  he  mumbled 
diat  he  had  forgotten  to  turn  off  his 
radio  and  had  left  it  playing  atop  the 
roof.  I  prudently  reconsidered  my 
immediate  design  for  this 
workman’s  slow  and  painful  mur¬ 
der;  I  needed  him  to  complete  die 
job. 


International  Group 
Agency 

Insurance 

Printing 

James  T.  Lee 

55A  Columbus  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 1 
(415)  986-4882  -  (415)  986-3882 


Seagulls  often  perch  on  roof¬ 
tops.  A  lone  gull  soars  many  times 
around  the  Coit  Tower  pylon.  He 
makes  a  final  pass  across  my  win¬ 
dow,  glides  over  the  Bay  and  is 
gone.  My  deck  frequently  hosts 
various  birds.  Spring  robins  teeter 
on  die  railing,  hung  over  from  a 
surfeit  of  pyracandia  berries.  At 
least  twelve  wrens  held  a  bacchana¬ 
lian  gadiering  in  my  goldfish  pond; 
die  fish  are  still  gossiping  about  it. 

An  ominous  flock  of  crows 
strafed  my  window  and  I’m  sure 
were  responsible  for  what  happened 
to  a  lovely  mourning  dove  and  her 
nest  of  tiny  eggs.  I  often  watched 
her  and  eagerly  anticipated  my  new 
grannie  role.  One  day  she  and  her 
little  eggs  were  gone.  Undoubt¬ 
edly,  pirate  crows  had  raided  the 
nest  for  a  take 
out  snack  of 
warm  eggs. 
Colorful  par¬ 
rots  have 
perched  on  my 
railing.  Alas, 


my  offers  of  birdseed  were  eschewed 
and  I  could  not  recapture  them  for 
dieir  distraught  owners. 

A  pigeon  lover  I’m  not.  The 
one  who  camped  on  my  deck  for  a 
week  was  pure  white  and  perfectly 
fly-worthy.  I  wanted  him  elsewhere 
other  than  among  my  lemon  trees 
which  were  stressed  enough  by  be¬ 
ing  confined  to  Chinese  dragon  pots. 
When  Whitey  Pigeon  indicated  he 
would  like  to  come  inside  my  apart¬ 
ment,  THAT  did  it!  Not  wanting  to 
hurt  him,  I  doused  the  pigeon  with  a 
bucket  of  water.  He  enjoyed  tlie 
shower  and  with  unbelievable 
chutzpa,  asked  for  a  towel.  SPCA 
came  to  my  rescue. 

Lured  by  the  heady,  sweet 
scent  from  mature,  miniature  trees, 
a  supreme  aerialist  hovers  over  pro¬ 
fuse  lemon  blossoms.  I  am  re¬ 
warded  for  my  botanical  ministra¬ 
tions  as  the  iridescent  hummingbird 
scintillates  among  the  many  golden 
yellow  lemons. 


"Under  all  is  the  land" 

Real  estate  Is  stilt  your  best  Investment 

Diana  Gaynor 
Real  Estate  Sales  Associate 

MARINA  ASSOCIATES 

Bus:  415/221-4766  Res:  415/433-7333 
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Planning  and  Zoning 

By  Jordan  Rosenberg 


Malt  Factory: 

At  last  report  tlie  developers 
of  the  Malt  Factory  were  about  to 
enter  into  an  agreement  with  die 
city  and  with  neighborhood  organi¬ 
zations  that  called  for  placing 
$300,000  into  a  fund  in  the  mayor’s 
office  of  housing.  This  money  was 
intended  to  fund  affordable  housing 
units  in  die  Nordi  Beach  area  in  lieu 
of  affordable  units  in  the  Malt  Fac¬ 
tory  project  itself. 


tives  I  spoke  to 
said  they’d  been 
notified.  What¬ 
ever  happened,  it 
does  not  speak 
well  for  the 
soundness  of  die 
procedures  nor  is 
it  something 
about  which  our 
officials  should 
feel  proud. 


Tlie  agreement  was  settled  just 
before  die  matter  was  to  go  before 
die  Planning  Commission.  They  had 
to  approve  if  die  project  was  to  go 
forward.  Aldiough  die  amount  of 
money  and  die  terms  of  die  agree¬ 
ment  were  less  dian  we’d  hoped  for 
it  seemed  die  best  we  could  do 
under  die  circumstances.  Certainly 
many  of  us  from  several  neighbor¬ 
hood  organizations  togedier  widi 
city  officials  from  die  mayor’s  hous¬ 
ing  office  had  put  in  many  mondis 
of  effort  and  diis  was  die  result. 

At  die  very  last  moment  diere 
was  a  switch.  The  proposal  diat 
went  before  die  planning  commis¬ 
sion  wasdifferent  in  important  ways 
from  die  proposal  to  which  we’d  all 
agreed.  Certainly  no  one  in  THD 
was  aware  of  the  switch  until  after 
tlie  new  proposal  had  been  approved. 
Our  city  officials  told  us  diat  diey 
had  notified  some  neighborhood 
representatives  immediately  before 
the  meeting  of  die  Planning  Com¬ 
mission.  None  of  the  representa- 


We  now  find  diat  what  was 
approved  called  for  the  $300,000  to 
be  spent  according  to  a  system  of  3 
priorities.  The  first  priority  calls  for 
funds  to  go  to  the  public  housing 
units  at  Nordi  Beach  Place.  Second 
is  affordable  housing  in  North 
Beach.  Third  is  affordable  housing 
elsewhere  in  die  city. 

What  makes  this  plan  objec¬ 
tionable  is  that  it  diverts  money 
away  from  affordable  housing. 
While  THD  has  supported  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  support  North  Beach  Place 
we  also  recognize  that  diverting 
money  from  affordable  housing  to 
odier  purposes,  however  wordi- 
while,  means  diat  no  affordable 
housing  will  be  provided.  Furdier- 
more  it  is  hard  to  find  anyone  who 
expresses  confidence  in  the  housing 
agency  diat  runs  North  Beach  Place. 
Fears  arise,  rooted  in  past  experi¬ 
ence,  diat  die  money  will  not  be 
well  spent. 


Where  we  go  from  here  is  to 
monitor  die  schedule  of  payments 
and  to  track  their  progress  with  the 
mayor’s  housing  office.  We  must 
also,  togedier  widi  representatives 
from  odier  neighborhood  organiza¬ 
tions,  make  a  consistent  and  persis¬ 
tent  case  for  spending  that  money 
on  affordable  housing.  To  die  ex¬ 
tent  we  can  prepare  or  support  a 
specific  affordable  housing  proposal 
we  will  have  a  greater  chance  of 
success. 

THD  members  widi  an  inter¬ 
est  in  affordable  housing  have  an 
opportunity  to  work  on  diis  project. 
Please  let  me  or  anodier  board  mem¬ 
ber  know  of  your  interest. 

New  Projects: 

Jack  Moss  is  forming  an  ad- 
hoc  commi  ttee  concerned  abou  1 347 
Lombard.  Plans  are  developing  to 
add  anodier  floor  to  a  building  on  an 
upslope  lot.  Such  buildings  usually 
have  a  street  height  diat  is  above  the 
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40  foot  limit.  Neighbors  will  natu¬ 
rally  wish  to  know  if  proposed 
changes  conform  to  city  require¬ 
ments  and  fit  agreeably  with  sur¬ 
rounding  buildings. 

In  an  unrelated  manner,  the 
Landmarks  Board  will  be  consider¬ 
ing  a  proposed  rehabilitation  of  a 
building  in  tlie  800  block  of  Battery. 

Dan  Huntsman  and  Associ¬ 
ates  are  tlie  architects  for  a  new 
project  at  1 075  Front  at  the  comer  of 
Union.  The  plan  is  to  add  a  third 
story  to  tlie  existing  building  and 
use  tlie  structure  for  office  space. 
THD  members  affected  by  tlie  pro¬ 
posal  may  wish  to  make  tlieir  com¬ 
ments  known. 

THD  members  interested  in 
participating  in  monitoring  and  re¬ 
viewing  tliese  projects  should  make 
tlieir  interest  known. 

Films: 

Any  expectation  Rod 
Freebaim-Smitli  may  have  had  Uiat 
stepping  down  from  the  Presidency 
of  THD  would  mean  a  vacation  or 
even  a  reduction  in  his  efforts  on 
behalf  of  THD  disappeared  when 
die  film  "Basic  Instincts"  arrived  on 
die  Hill.  Rod,  widi  an  assist  from 
your  audior,  spent  die  better  part  of 
April  in  furious  negotiations  widi 
die  film  company.  At  issue  were  die 
number  of  nights  of  shooting,  the 
locations  on  die  hill,  removal  of  or 
damage  to  trees,  fencing,  and  the 
park  at  Vallejo  and  Kearny,  parking 
and  traffic  disruption,  notice  to 
neighbors,  and  more.  Especially 
difficult  was  die  issue  of  all  night 


shooting.  At  times  the  film  com¬ 
pany  and  the  dwellers  seemed  locked 
into  inflexible  positions.  The 
mayor’s  film  office  found  itself  try¬ 
ing  to  promote  the  city  to  film  com¬ 
panies  as  a  desirable  location  while 
at  die  same  time  trying  to  placate 
irate  neighbors  -  no  easy  spot  to  be 
in. 

There  were  many  meetings, 
much  faxing,  andmessengering.  We 
were  able  to  negotiate  a  compro¬ 
mise  diat  even  went  so  far  as  to 
detail  the  precise  route  that  Michael 
Douglas’s  car  would  take  as  it  drove 
up  Kearny  and  made  the  jump  to 
Vallejo  dirough  a  gap  fit  only  for  a 
motorcycle.  The  film  company  rec¬ 
ognized  how  lucky  diey  were  to 
have  such  a  fine  set  for  dieir  film. 
They  expressed  dieir  appreciation 
by  a  generous  cash  donation  to  die 
Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood  As¬ 
sociation. 

Since  future  films  will  surely 
seek  to  use  our  neighborhood  for 
their  set  it  is  not  too  early  for  us  to 
begin  planning.  What  exactly  do  we 
want  from  film  companies?  Shall 
diey  stay  away  entirely?  Or  are  diere 
reasonable  conditions  under  which 
diey  might  be  welcome?  THD  mem¬ 
bers  interested  in  diese  questions 
will  find  it  advantageous  to  get  to- 
gedier  now  while  we  have  die  time 
to  consider  the  matter.  Once  the 
project  is  underway  everything  be¬ 
comes  more  complicated. 


Embarcadero  Center  has 
announced  a  $35  million  facelift 
to  coincide  with  the  end  of  the 
freeway. 


Rod  Freebairn-Smith 
Honored 


Some  seventy  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers  "roasted"  their  past  presi¬ 
dent,  Rod  Freebaim-Smith,  at  a 
Sunday  garden  party  on  Greenwich 
street. 

The  THD  president  was  cen¬ 
tral  subject  of  a  hour  of  satirical 
skits  concocted  by  his  friends  and 
neighbors  in  Maud  Halin's  back¬ 
yard  on  April  21st. 

The  participants  also  raised 
funds  to  replace  the  storm  damaged 
cypress  tree  in  Washington  Square 
with  a  another  full  grown  cypress 
dedicated  to  Freebaim-Smith. 

He  also  received  aplaque  from 
the  Mayor  honoring  him  for  many 
years  of  service  to  tlie  neighbor¬ 
hood  and  the  city  (see  photo). 

The  two  term  president  re¬ 
mains  an  active  member  of  tlie 
THD's  board  of  directors. 


40th  THD 
Anniversary 
"Greening  of 
The 
Hill" 


ST 


CD 

> 
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Zone  Contacts: 

1.  Rita  Pisciotta 
Nancy  Walker 

2.  Herb  Kosov itz 
Bob  Tibbits 

3.  Pat  Lorentzen 
Gerry  Crowley 

4.  Mia  Morrill 
Maud  Hallin 

5.  Arlene  Smith 
Volunteer? 

6.  Jeanne  Milligan 
Wells  Whitney 

7.  Jim  Miller 
Kitty  Donnelly 

8.  Rod  Freebairn-Smith 
Jordan  Rosenberg 

9.  Shari  Steiner 
Jim  Valenti 

10. Cheryl  Bentley 
Volunteer? 

1 1  .Michael  Marsh 
Volunteer? 


Plant  Your  Tree 


Cut  street  noise,  beautify  your  street, 
make  your  neighborhood  more  livable  and 
meet  your  neighbors  for  a  great  tree  plant¬ 
ing  piirty. 

You  can  have  a  tree  in  front  of  your 
home,  or  on  your  street.  Botli  Tenants  and 
property  owners  Cim  take  part  in  this  "Green¬ 
ing  of  the  Hill"  Talk  to  your  neighbors  and/ 
or  your  landlord  in  your  zone  (see  map)  and 
phone  eitlier  of  the  numbers  below  to  start 
tlie  process  in  getting  leafy  green  trees  on 
every  block. 

The  THD,  in  co-operation  witli  ttie 
Friends  of  tlie  Urban  Forest  will  take  care  of 
die  permits  and  the  paperwork  and  cutting 
die  sidewalk.  They'll  help  you  select  low 
maintenance,  low  water  consuming,  non¬ 
root  invasive,  city  diriving  trees  (yes,  such 
wonderful  creatures  DO  exist!) 

The  total  cost  is  about  half  of  die 
nursery  service  cost;  $145  per  tree  and 
several  people  can  chip  in  on  each  tree. 
FUF  subsidizes  the  planting  and  additional 
assistance  may  be  available. 

There  will  be  get-to-gethers  to  select 
trees  and  ideas  on  how  to  get  the  leafy  look 
even  in  small  alleys,  etc. 

This  is  not  a  rush  project.  No  one  will 
have  to  rush  dieir  decisions.  But,  you  do 
have  get  started  now  to  get  underway  widi 
tree  planting  plans  so  that  it  can  coordinate 
with  a  THD  tree  phmting  party. 

Start  now  by  just  phoning  or  sending 
us  your  expression  of  interest.  Contact  Mike 
Marsh  at  982-7359  or  Rod  Freebaim-Smidi 
at  398-4094. 
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DIANA'S  WINDOW 

Looking  At  The  Coit  Tower  Artist 

By  Diana  Gaynor 


John  Langley  Howard  con¬ 
fesses  to  a  superstition  about  large, 
light,  airy  studio  spaces.  “Every 
time  I've  had  an  'ideal'  studio,”  he 
says,  “some tiling  has  happened; 
eitlier  I've  moved,  had  to  give  it  up, 
or  it  burned  down.”  Relaxed  on  tlie 
sofa  in  his  light  filled  apartment 
overlooking  die  Bay,  he  smiles  ironi¬ 
cally  at  die  memories. 

He's  a  big  man,  tall  and  broad 
shouldered.  He's  quick  to  grin  and 
his  light  eyes  seem  to  constantly 
sparkle  widi  die  intensity  of  a  pas¬ 
sionate  observer.  He  is  stalwart  and 
erect,  and  his  steady  hand  widi 
crayon  or  paintbrush  belies  his  89 
years. 

These  days  Langley,  as  he 
prefers  to  be  called,  works  in  a  tiny 
back  bedroom  of  his  San  Francisco 
apartment,  which  he  has  fitted  out 
as  an  art  studio.  Rows  of  clean  paint 
brushes  are  lined  up  with  orderly 
precision  on  a  shelf  along  one  wall, 
ready  for  action.  A  work  in  progress, 
a  study  of  pine  cones,  lies  waiting 
on  die  work  table.  A  portrait  of  his 
wife,  Mary  Howard,  gazes  serenely 
out  over  diis  urban  studio.  Finished 
paintings  fill  die  slielves.  Collec¬ 
tions  of  rocks,  nails  and  tools  litter 
every  available  shelf  and  work 
bench,  subject  matter  for  future 
drawings  and  paintings  (Langley 


was  a  cover  illustrator  for  Scientific 
American  for  12  years).  The  only 
natural  light  in  die  room  comes 
from  a  tall,  narrow  window  behind 
die  work  table  diat  Langley  uses 
instead  of  an  easel.  Most  of  die  time 
he  works  by  die  light  of  an  industrial 
strengdi  fluorescent.  He  says  diatlie 
considers  color  and  balance  far  more 
important  to  a  good  painting  dian  a 
natural  light  source.  Perhaps  work¬ 
ing  until  midnight  sometimes  on  his 
portion  of  die  Coit  Tower  frescoes 
put  him  in  die  habit  of  working 
under  artificial  light. 

At  least  around  here,  John 
Langely  Howard  is  best  known  for 
being  a  member  of  diat  fabled  fra- 
teniity  of  WPA  subsidized  artists 
who  painted  die  Coit  Tower  murals 
back  in  die  1930's.  Langley  himself 
remembers  theproject  as  being  short 
-just  a  couple  of  mondis'  work  -  and 
very  task-intensive. 

“But,”  Mary  Howard  adds 
quickly,  “diey  did  have  fun.  There 
was  a  kind  of  camaraderie  and  a 
sense  of  shared  purpose  among  die 
artists  working  on  die  project.  The 
WPA  had  given  diem  die  opportu¬ 
nity  to  work  at  what  diey  did  best 
during  very  hard  times  -  of  course 
diey  were  happy.” 

In  their  short  time  togedier, 
the  artists  became  a  close-knit  cre¬ 


ative  community,  sharing  laughs 
and  lunches  togedier  on  die  breezy 
summit  of  Telegraph  Hill.  They 
played  wicked  jokes  on  each  odier, 
too.  Mary  tells  a  story  about  how 
Langley's  fellow  artist,  Bernard 
Baruch  Zaklieim,  one  day  gave  Lan¬ 
gley  a  copy  of  ‘  ‘Das  Capital’  ’  which, 
given  die  temper  of  die  times,  was  a 
pretty  radical  diing  to  do.  Then 
Zaklieim  painted  Langley,  caught 
in  die  act  of  placing  die  volume  onto 
a  bookshelf,  into  his  section  of  die 
mural.  Such  merry  pranks,  along 
with  Langley's  slightly  to  die  left  of 
acceptable  outspokenness,  drove  die 
media  into  a  veritable  “Commie 
frenzy.” 

At  die  time  die  City  was  rife 
with  unemployment  and  unrest. 
Striking  dock  workers  rioted  down 
in  the  Embarcadero,  while  up  on  the 
hill  the  WPA  artists  faithfully 
chronicled  die  Great  Depression. 
The  press  was  fond  of  writing  die  lot 
of  diem  off  as  WPA  subsidized 
Communist  sympathizers  and 
trouble  makers,  but  in  Langley's 
case  such  allegations  simply  weren't 
true.  Well  know  before  die  mural 
project,  he  was  making  too  much 
money  to  qualify  for  a  WPA  grant. 

Langley  doesn't  believe  diat 
die  flap  in  die  press  over  his  alleged 
politics  had  much  effect  on  his  ca- 
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ARTIST 

JOHN  LANGLEY 
HOWARD 


reer.  He  moved  to  Santa  Fe  right 
after  tlie  mural  project  ended,  and 
tliere  his  poetic  vision  and  artist's 
eye  flourished  in  tlie  nourishing  in¬ 
tellectual  climate  and  inspiring  natu¬ 
ral  beauty.  He  was  drawn  to  New 
Mexico,  he  says,  by  a  man  who 
designed  neck  ties  out  of  cloth  wo¬ 
ven  by  die  Indians.  Langley  only 
did  one  oUier  fresco  after  tlie  WPA 
project,  creating  a  mural  for  tlie 
Sunny  Hills  Orphanage  in  Corte 
Madera,  which  has  long  since 
burned  down.  In  die  late  1940’s  his 
interest  tunied  briefly  to  abstracts. 
Then,  in  1951,  diere  emerged  die 
precise  and  stunning  realistic  style 
diat  made  him  famous. 

Mary  Howard  says  diat  her 
husband  makes  very  few  changes  in 
his  work.  “He  spends  a  lot  of  time 
diinking  about  what  he's  going  to  do 
first,’’  Mary  says,  “so  by  die  time 
he's  ready  to  paint,  it  just  comes  out 


right.”  The  un¬ 
finished  pine 
cone  study  in  his 
studio  attests  to 
his  uncanny  abil¬ 
ity  to  capture  an 
image  with  a  few 
deft  strokes.  A 
painting  hang¬ 
ing  in  the  living 
room,  titled 
“God  of  the 
Lake,”  shows  an 
ability  rivaling 
that  of  Monet  to 
capture  light, 
and  an  engineer's 
precision  in  the 
rendering  of  fishing  nets  hanging  to 
dry.  “Drawing  comes  hard  to  me,” 
Langley  says.  That  may  be  true,  but 
die  best  diings  don't  always  come 
easy.  Langley  draws  beaudfully,  and 
he  likes  to  hide  an  insect  of  some 
kind  in  almost  every  drawing  he 
does. 

The  one  painting  that  Lan¬ 
gley  seems  to  like  best  is  die  one  he 
can't  have.  It  was  'lost'  for  many 
years,  but  is  currently  on  loan  to  him 
so  diat  he  can  pho¬ 
tograph  it.  One  of 
die  many  self-por¬ 
traits  Langley  has 
done  over  the 
years,  it  is  a  sepia- 
toned  study  of  the 
artist  at  age  25 .  The 
young  man  stares 
out  from  the  can¬ 
vas  with  the  same 


intensity  that  lingers  in  the  eyes  of 
the  old  artist  today.  His  tie  has  been 
loosened  and  the  top  button  of  his 
shirt  is  open.  He  wears  a  fedora.  The 
painting  pleases  Langley  greatly, 
and  he  would  buy  it  if  he  could.  But 
die  person  who  now  owns  it  is  not 
willing  to  part  with  it  at  any  price. 

An  exhibit  of  Langley's  works 
just  closed  at  the  de  Young  Mu¬ 
seum.  The  35  drawings  and  paint¬ 
ings  that  comprise  “John  Langley 
Howard  -  a  Life  in  Art’  ’  chronicle 
the  growth  and  change  of  the  artist 
over  the  65  years  from  1925  to 
1 990,  yet  they  represent  only  a  frac¬ 
tion  of  his  monumental  creative 
contribution.  Langley  and  Mary 
have  donated  17  works  from  die 
exhibit  to  The  Fine  Arts  Museums 
of  San  Francisco  so  that  diose  who 
missed  “A  Life  in  Art”  will  still 
have  a  chance  to  view  the  remark¬ 
able  works  of  a  remarkable  man. 

His  art  will  continue  to  in¬ 
spire  future  generations,  and  al¬ 
though  he's  approaching  his  90th 
year,  John  Langley  Howard  is  still 
painting. 


T^cutcC'  CM 

RESTAURANT  -  BAR 

9  p.HU.  'til  6  A.tlU 

1031  Kearny  434-1308 
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By  Catherine  Donnelly 

The  end  of  April  has  seen  a 
rash  of  burglaries  and  attempted 
break-ins  in  tliree  areas  of  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill:  Francisco/Midway,  tlie 
Vallejo  steps,  and  Uie  area  in  and 
around  tliedOO  block  of  Greenwich. 
At  tlie  time  of  writing,  one  prowler 
has  been  caught  but,  unfortunately, 
he  is  not  responsible  for  all  tlie 
problems. 

A  visual  check  of  some  of  die 
targets  indicate  diat  security  was 
poor  (open  windows,  a  garage  door 
under  repair  wiUi  no  functioning 
lock),  and  one  of  die  victims  had  a 
deadbolt  lock  installed  only  after 
die  burglary.  Check  you  own  resi¬ 
dence  for  security. 

Basic  precautions  begin  with 
your  doors  and  windows. 

Doors:  A  solid  core  door  is 
the  most  secure;  weak  doors  can 
also  be  reinforced.  Doors  should 
have  a  deadbolt  lock  widi  aone  inch 
throw.  If  your  door  has  easily  break¬ 


IS  YOUR 
HOME  A 
TARGET 
FOR 

BURGLARY? 


able  glass  widiin  40"  of  the  lock,  die 
glass  should  be  of  a  very  strong  type 
or  should  be  reinforced  with  coating 
or  mesh  wire. 

Windows:  Strong  (tempered) 
or  coated  glass  is  important  for  vul¬ 
nerable  windows.  There  are  a  num¬ 
ber  of  locks  and  devices  which  pin 
sash  widows  and  sliding  windows 
and  doors.  A  note  of  caution:  be¬ 
cause  of  fire  danger,  decorative  iron 
grilles  are  not  recommended  for 
bedroom  windows. 

Y our  best  protection  is  neigh¬ 
borhood  cooperation.  Set  up  a  SAFE 
group  in  your  block  so  you  get  to 
know  your  neighbors.  If  you  see  a 
stranger  behaving  in  a  suspicious 
manner,  call  the  police. 

SAFE  (Safety  Awareness  for 
Everyone),  a  community  crime  pre¬ 
vention  program  sponsored  in  coop¬ 
eration  widi  die  San  Francisco  Po¬ 
lice  Department,  can  provide  you 
widi  details  on  die  home  security 


measures  sketched  above,  as  well  as 
information  on  setting  up  a  SAFE 
group.  Call  Pam  Matsuda  at  673- 
SAFE 


Don’t  face  home  security 
problems  after  die  fact.  Do  it  now. 


Police  Report 

By  Catherine  Donnelly 


CRIME  STATISTICS 
TELEGRAPH  HILL 


1991  VS.  1990 


FEB- 

■APR.  FEB 

-APR. 

TYPE 

1990 

1991 

%  CHANGE 

Homocide 

0 

0 

Rape 

0 

1 

Robbery 

7 

13 

Assault 

28 

24 

Burglary 

42 

27 

Theft 

97 

85 

Auto 

42 

32 

Other 

189 

163 

TOTAL 

405 

345 

14.817o 

405 

345 

TOTAL 

MAJOR* 

216 

182 

-15.74% 

*Homicide,  Rape,  Robbery  Assault, 
Burglary,  Grand/Petty  Theft,  Auto 
Theft,  Purse  Snatch 
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NORTH  BEACH  REPERTORY  THEATER 


BUS  STOP 

WILLIAM  INGE 

a  romantic  comedy 
"various  kinds  of  love 
from  the  innocent  to  the  depraved” 


THEATER: 

GAIA  OPENING: 
PREVIEWS: 


The  Cannery  -  Third  Floor,  2801  Leavenworth 
June  13th  -  8:00  Pm  -$25  Champagne  Reception 
June  6,  7,  8  -  8:00  Pm  -  $12 


PERFORMANCES:  Thursdays  Through  Sundays 

June  1 4th  Through  Juiy  2 1  st  -$  1 2 


RESERVATIONS  Theater  Box  Office  at  the  Cannery  928-4860 
&  INFOMATION:  STBS  at  Union  Square  433-7827 


MAKE  YOUR  THD  RESERVATIONS  NOW! 


□  Theater  Party 
BUS  STOP 

North  Beach  Repertory 
at  the  Cannery 
Thursday  July  18  -  8P.M. 
$15  per  person 


□  S.F.  Symphony 

All  San  Francisco  Concert 

Davis  Symphony  Hall 
Thursday  Sept.  5  -  8  P.M. 
$7  per  person 


Name . Phone . 

Address . 

Return  With  Check  To:  Gerry  Crowley,  1808  Grant  Ave.,  S.F.  CA.  94133 


^HomeFedBank 


G.  Baldocchi 

Assistant  Vice  President 
Branch  Manager 


“We  Serve  People  with  People” 


480  Columbus  Ave.,  San  Francisco  94133 
415/433-6110 


Diane  R.  Shepherd 

BOOKKEEPING  SERVICES 


22  BATTERY  STREET.  SUITE  800 
(415)  986-6652  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94111 


WELLS  FARGO 


Ronald  J.  Derenzi 
Vice  President  and  Manager 

Columbus  Avenue  Office 
24-Hour  Banking  Service 
Plus  Personal  Banking  Officers 


Wells  Fargo  Express  Stop 


MAGUIRE 


BEALESTATE_aNCE  1919 


Michael  L.  Steingraber 

Resident  &  Member  of  THD 

"Complimentary  Market  Analysis  of  Your  Property" 

1892  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
(415)  921-5555  office 
(415)  391-8089  residence 


Theodore  Brown  i  Partners  Inc 


Architecmre 


950  Battery  Street 
San  Francisco.  CA  941 II 
Tel  415  986  0101 
Fax  415  986  5412 


Interior  Design 


Planning 


Theodore  W  Brown 

Architect.  President 


MICHELE  FERRANTE 

OWNER 

ITALIAN  WOOD-FIRED 
CHICKEN  ROTISSERIE 

Take  Out 

Home  Delivery  by  “Waiters  on  Wheels” 

495-2833 

659  UNION  ST:  ■  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94133  »  (415)  4344472 
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Business:  North  Beach  Style 

By  Marsha  Garland 


In  April,  world  famous  North 
Beach  tattoo  artist,  Lyle  Tuttle, 
opened  a  tattoo  museum  at  839 
Columbus  Avenue.  Since  1949  Lyle 
has  been  offering  tJie  finest  in  Ameri¬ 
can,  European  and  Oriental  tattoo¬ 
ing.  The  South  of  Market  building 
Uiat  housed  his  original  museum 
was  badly  damaged  in  the  1989 
LomaPrieta  earthquake.  Lyle,  who 
has  lived  a  long  time  in  Nortli  Beach 
consequently  moved  a  small  por¬ 
tion  of  his  collection  here  making 
Nortli  Beach  even  more  interesting. 

Writer/publisher/editor  Bob 
West  recently  announced  tlie  re¬ 
lease  of  his  (and  co-editor  Sam 
Coombs’)  new  book  Baseball: 
America’s  National  Game,  1839- 
1915.  According  to  tlie  game,  widi 
personal  reminiscences  of  its  vicis¬ 
situdes,  its  victories  and  its  votaries, 
by  original  Hall  of  Earner  Albert  G. 
Spalding.  West,  whose  Halo  Books’ 
office  is  on  Pacific  Avenue,  is  a 
Nortli  Beach  regular  whose  favorite 
spots  include  the  Washington 
Square  Bar  &  Grill,  Caffe  Maca¬ 
roni,  Caffe  Greco  and  tlie  Tosca 
Cafe.  Yes,  West  is  tlie  very  same 
Dr.  Robert  West  who  was  one  of  the 
notorious  band  of  North  Beachers 
who  judged  the  Picon  Punch  Con¬ 
test  four  years  ago  at  tlie  New  Pisa 
Restaurant,  won  by  Dennis 
O’Connorof  tlie  Washington  Square 
Bar  &  Grill. 

Three  Nortli  Beachers  are 
pooling  tlieir  resources  and  will  soon 
open  The  Stinking  Rose:  A  Garlic 
Restaurant  at  325  Columbus  Av¬ 


enue,  the  old  Cafe  Americain  space. 
The  corporation,  Stink,  Inc.,  is 
owned  by  Jerry  DalBozzo,  Dante 
Serafim  and  Vince  Bigone.  Gilroy, 
we  really  do  love  you,  but  garlic  is 
Italian  penicillin  and  we  can’t  think 
of  a  better  place  for  a  garlic  restau¬ 
rant  tlian  North  Beach,  where  tlie 


SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL 
MERCHANT 

HE’S  THERE  WHEN  YOU 
NEED  HIM 


smell  of  garlic  rivals  roasting  coffee 
for  tlie  attention  of  twitching  noses. 

Because  of  lease  problems  at 
720  Columbus,  tlie  original  Mona 
Lisa  Restaurant  has  closed  its  doors 
and  consolidated  operations  at  its 
new  location  at  353  Columbus,  next 
door  to  the  delightful  Franchino’s 
Restaurant,  which  celebrated  its 
second  anniversary  on  May  13. 

Bogies'  (478  Green)  has  been 
reincarnated  as  Uie  Bocce  Cafe  - 
same  owners,  same  fabulous  food 
but  at  much  lower  prices.  Bocce 
Cafe,  open  from  11:30  am  to  11:30 
pm  daily,  now  features  jazz  on 
Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday  eve¬ 
nings.  Brunch  is  served  in  the  din¬ 
ing  room  and  garden  on  Saturdays 
and  Sundays  from  10  pm  to  4  pm. 

For  the  sake  of  authenticity,  a 
bocce  ball  court  has  been  re-in¬ 
stalled  in  the  garden.  Long  ago,  tlie 
patio  garden  was  several  bocce  ball 
courts,  hence  its  perfectly  rectangu¬ 
lar  shape.  A  fig  tree,  Italian  statu¬ 


ary,  tables  and  chairs  now  grace  the 
garden.  A  basket  filled  with  bocce 
balls  awaits  the  willing  gamester  at 
the  hosts  station  just  inside  tlie  door. 
All  employees  know  the  rules, 
should  you  need  help. 

Mario’s  Service  (Mario 
Evola)  is  leaving  North  Beach  after 
many  years  at  735  Filbert.  Mario’s 
is  relocating  on  Fisherman’s  Wharf. 
The  old  garage,  formerly  a  stable, 
will  be  developed  as  condominiums 
by  the  Figone  sisters,  who  own  the 
property. 

Eastwind  Books  &  Arts,  Inc., 
1435  Stockton  (lower  level  below 
Eureka  Bank),  has  opened  another 
store  at  633  Vallejo  in  the  space  that 
was  formerly  Gloria  Delicatessen. 
The  new  Eastwind  Books  is  also  an 
art  gallery  and  starts  off  with  a  show 
of  woodblock  prints.  Eastwind  spe¬ 
cializes  in  books  on  China,  Asia  and 
Asian-Americans. 

On  April  24,  several  people 
gatliered  at  Saroyan  Place  (Adler 
Alley),  adjacent  to  the  Tosca  Cafe 
and  Spec’s  Bar,  to  honor  William 
Saroyan,  a  writer  who  wrote  lov¬ 
ingly  about  San  Francisco  in  many 
books  and  short  stories.  Sever^ 
local  writers  (Herb  Caen,  Lawrence 
Ferlinghetti,  Nancy  J.  Peters,  Jack 
Hirschman,  Maitland  Zane)  were 
on  hand  to  see  tlie  now  famous 
"wandering  Oscar"  handed  over  to 
tlie  Fresno  Metropolitan  Museum 
trustees  by  Darryl  Kaplan. 
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North  Beach  Tacos 

By  Shari  Steiner 


Nortli  Beach  equals  great  food 
-  Italian  food,  Chinese  food,  Viet¬ 
namese  food,  Indian  food,  Afghani 
food...  but,  amazingly,  one  tiling 
has  been  missing  —  Mexican  food. 

Filling  this  gap  is  a  small, 
family-run  establishment  on  Lower 
Broadway  called  Pablito’s.  They 
have  the  traditional  menu  with 
fajitas,  enchiladas  and  chile  rellenos 
but  their  strong  suit 
are  the  deliciously 
fresh,  abundantly 
stuffed  burritos  and 
soft  tacos  for  amaz¬ 
ing  prices  running 
between  $2.95  and 
$3.95  for  a  filling 
lunch. 

Starting  with 
chips  and  hot  sauce 
a  recent  lunch  in¬ 
cluded  a  soft  taco 
stuffed  with  beans, 
tomatoes,  onions, 
cilantro  and  camitas 
($2.95),  while  a  col¬ 
league  had  a  giant 
burrito  with  rice, 
beans,  tomatoes, 
shredded  beef, 
guacamole  and  sour 


cream  ($6.95).  Dessert  was  a  flan 
($2.00)  and  a  plantanos  con  crema 
($2.00),  both  rich  and  delicious. 

Pablito’s  is  the  third  restau¬ 
rant  run  by  the  Vasquez  family,  the 
original  in  Hayward,  a  second  in  the 
Mission  at  24th  and  Valencia  and 
this  one  on  Broadway.  Almost  all 
the  people  working  are  related  to 


the  original  family,  and  tliey’re  all 
justly  proud  of  their  sparkling  es¬ 
tablishments,  cheery  service  and 
fresh  food. 

Location  is  373  Broadway, 
full  bar  including  a  wide  range  of 
interesting  Mexican  and  American 
beers.  Lunch  (or  mid-day  takeout) 
from  Monday  through  Friday.  Phone 
(415)  391  7254. 
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RECIPE  FOR  SOFT  TACOS  ALLA  PABLITO’S  I 


I 

1/2  package  (6)  medium  com  tortillas  ■ 

1  medium  onion  J 

2  medium  tomatoes  I 

1/2  bunch  of  cilantro  I 

1  can  of  frijoles  refritos  (refried  beans)  _ 

1/2  pound  meat  (hamburger,  chicken,  chorizo,  came  asada  or  camitos  from  one  of  the  I 
shops  in  the  Mission)  I 

Heat  the  beans  either  in  an  ovenproof  dish  for  twenty  minutes  at  350  degrees  . 
or  covered  in  the  microwave  at  high  for  2  minutes,  stir,  turn  and  heat  2  minutes  more.  I 

Saute  the  meat  over  a  low  flame  in  a  little  margarine  until  cooked.  If  you’re  not  using  I 

spiced  meat  from  the  Mission,  you  may  want  to  add  a  blend  of  cayenne  and  other  spices,  ■ 
plus  some  whole  cumin  (the  powdered  has  little  of  the  characteristic  taste).  ■ 

Chop  the  onion,  tomatoes  and  cilantro  and  mix  together  —  the  secret  of  | 

Pablito’s  is  that  all  their  vegetables  are  bought  that  day  at  the  market  in  the  Mission.  ■ 

Soften  the  tortillas  in  a  steamer  over  boiling  water  for  3  to  4  minutes,  turn  so  that  each  is  ■ 

warmed  on  the  bottom  for  a  short  time.  | 

Put  into  serving  dishes,  and  let  each  participant  spoon  their  own  filling.  ■ 

Makes  enough  for  two  starved  or  three  moderately  hungry  people.  High  in  fiber  ■ 

(particularly  when  you  use  vegetarian  frijoles  refritos)  and  low  in  calories  and  choles-  | 

terol  when  made  with  chicken,  shredded  beef  or  came  asada.  i 


John  I.  Keed 

C*rtifi«d 

BOOKKEEPING 

(C^mnia  ^ZJoiicfi 

Shiatsu  and  Acupressure  Massage 

(415)  989-3369 

491  Chestnut  #3 

Paula  Me  Cabe 

San  Francisco  94133 

S  Napier  Lane 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133  (415)936-6560 

Yerba  Buena 

®889@©  ©t5]g)[^fl9©8 
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Fast  Delivery 


9S6-S678 


AH  Major  Urws 


GrubbfiEllis 


Blanche  Germain  Streeter 

Senior  Marketing  Consultant  Grubb  &.  Ellis  Company 

Residential  Brokerage 
Services 

1823  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
(415)  922-7100 
Residence  (415)  673-7483 


SPORTS  BAR 

☆  GIANT  TV. 

☆  POOL  TABLES 


Open 

7 

•  lillJ'Wll'i  788-4055 

Days 

'Ul  Alli'Vf' 

RESTAURANT  *  BAR 

LUNCH  -  DINNER  -  LATE  NIGHT 

Eat  in  or  Take  Out 

Bay  &  Powell  -  Northpoint  Mall 

Validated  Parking 

"Speedy'S 


781-6168 


WINES 
LIQUORS 


NEW  UNION  GROCERY 

301  Union  Street 

Cornar  Montgomery 
DELIVERY  SERVICE 


Quality  Meats  —  Selected  Fruits  and  Vegetables 


D. 


Administrative  Consultant 


4-3S  Green  Street  no.  a 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIFORNIA  9A133 

(A15)  7St-OAS6 


/California 

/Securities 

/Corp. 

/  Gold  Futures 

/  Stephen  Y.  Hord 

/  Stock  Index  Futures 

/Account  Executive  / 

Variable  Annuities 

/ 50  Alta  Street 
/ San  Francisco,  CA  94133 

415  /  781-1117 

■^TavW 


The 

Italian 

Dining 

Experience 

in 

San  Francisco 


Valet  Parking  Banquets  up  to  200 
1512  Stockton  Street  (415)392-1700 


Serving  contlnuoutly  from  11:45  to  1:4Sam  Grant  and  Vlille|o Streets  (41S)  434-22e 


FRESH! 

Homemade  Pasta  ^ 
Fish  from  the 
Pacific 
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Adults: 


By  Dick  Shouse 

Fiction 


Adams,  Alice.  CAROLINE’S 
DAUGHTERS 

-  Sisterhood  among  Baby-boomers. 

Dorris,  Michael  andLouiseErdrich. 
THE  CROWN  OF  COLUMBUS 

-  An  adventure  story. 

Higgins,  Jack.  THE  EAGLE  HAS 
FLOWN 

—World  War  II  diriller,  sequel  to 
TliE  EAGLE  HAS  LANDED. 

Theroux,  Paul.  CHICAGO  LOOP 

-  Psycho-sexual  tliriller. 

Non-Fiction 

French,  Warren.  THE  SAN  FRAN¬ 
CISCO  POETRY  RENAISSANCE, 
1955-1960 

-  Good  introduction  tliis  literary 
movement  witli  many  Nortli  Beach 
associations. 

Hamalian,  Linda.  A  LIFE  OF 
KENNETH  IHEXROTH 

-  Sympatlietic,  yet  objective  biog- 


Children: 

By;  Eileen  Wampole 

Children’s  Librarian 

If  tliis  is  summer,  then  it  must 
be  time  for  the  Summer  Reading 
Program  at  the  library. 

This  year  the  program  will 
run  from  June  17  through  August 
17,  and  tlie  Uieme  will  be  “Library 
Kids  Are  Wild  About  Reading.’’ 
Children  tlirough  age  13  who  regis¬ 
ter  witli  tlie  program  will  receive 
attractive  prizes  for  reading  books 
of  their  own  choosing. 

Not  only  will  participating 
children  maintain,  and  perhaps  im¬ 
prove,  tlieir  reading  skills  over  tlie 
summer  vacation,  they  may  dis¬ 
cover  new  interests  as  tliey  explore 
our  book  collection.  And,tliey  just 
might  have  fun  in  tlie  process! 

To  kick  off  tlie  Summer  Read¬ 
ing  Program,  clown  James  Murdoch 
will  perfonn  for  children  of  all  ages 
on  Thursday,  June  13  at  3:45.  Flis 
half-hour  show  will  include  music 
on  accordion  and  harmonica,  mime, 
j  uggling,  and  loads  of  audience  par¬ 
ticipation.  Treat  your  children,  and 
yourselves,  toa  rollicking  good  time 
at  tlie  library-for  free!  Flope  to  see 
you  tliere! 

Regular  children's  program¬ 
ming  will  continue  tliroughout  tlie 
summer,  witJi  infant-toddler  lapsits 
at  1 0: 1 5  and  preschool  story  times  at 


Northpoint  Apartments 
"A"  Parking 
Permits  Denied 

Nancy  Katz,  Chair 

Traffic  &  Parking  Committee 

Once  again  the  management 
of  Northpoint  Apartments  has  failed 
at  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  win 
extension  of  tlie  "A"  pennit  parking 
area  to  include  their  block  north  of 
Bay  Street  at  Powell. 

These  apartments  were  built 
under  tlie  one  for  one  parking  ordi¬ 
nance,  which  requires  one  space  for 
each  residential  unit.  However,  in 
their  extensive  garage,  resident 
needs  have  been  combined  witli 
validated  parking  for  tlieater,  res¬ 
taurant,  health  club  and  otlier  com¬ 
mercial  occupants  of  tlie  center. 

Residential  street  parking  in 
THD’ s  nortli  west  comer  has  always 
been  tight  due  to  tlieater  and  restau¬ 
rant  parkers,  valets,  illegal  use  of 
street  parking,  and  Kirkland  yard 
bus  drivers  who  somehow  have  ob¬ 
tained  permits. 

Permit  parking  was  created  to 
protect  resident  parking  and  pro¬ 
mote  commuter /  commercial  use  of 
public  transit  in  our  ongoing  efforts 
to  protect  tlie  environment. 


poetry  renaissance. 

Tuesday  of  each  month,  when  pre- 

North  Beach  Library  Hours: 

school  films  are  shown  at  10, 10:30, 

2000  Mason  Street,  391-9473 

Johnson,  Haynes.  SLEEPWALK- 

and  1 1:00  and  films  for  school-age 

Mon . 

10  .am  to  6  pm 

ING  THROUGH  HISTORY, 

children  at  3:45.  Additional 

Tues . 

10  am  to  6  pm 

AMERICA  IN  THE  REAGAN 

children's  activities  are  being 

Wed . 

1  pm  to  9  pm 

YEARS 

planned  for  the  summer.  Call  or 

Thurs . 

1  pm  to  6  pm 

-  Fascinating  details  in  this  popular 

visit  tlie  childreUiEs  librarian  for 

Fri . 

1  pm  to  6  pm 

political  history.^ 

updates. 

Sat/Sun . 

...  CLOSED 

U.S. 

Restaurant 


431  Columbus  Amrm  /  1434  Stockton  Smut 
San  Francisco,  CaUtomla  94133 
(415)  353-5251 


Colt  liquors 

off  Waabinqton  Sqaan 
SIS  COLUMBUS  AVENUE 
SAN  FRANCISCO  S4ISS 
TELEPHONE  Stl-403S 


EVANS 


PACIFIC 


REALTOR 


Celia  DeMartini 
Broker  Associate 
(415)441-7272,  ext  265  (office) 
(415)433-3652  (residence) 

Complimentary  Market 
Analysis  of  your  Property 

A  Tradition  of  Excellence 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA 
&  SONS 

"Old  World  Craftsmanship” 

CUSTOM  UPHOLSTERING 

Draperies  •  Blinds  •  Shades 
2060_STOCKTON_STrj__7£i^62^7_^____^ 


(415)  391-1290 


FRANCO  P  BRUNO 
NORMA  GIULIANI 


AT  WASHINGTON  SQUARE 
1600  STOCKTON  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO  94133 


Iri'af'f'eo 

••ffre  manlia)  aa. 


Luciano  Repetto 

733  Columbus  Ava. 
San  Francisco 
CA  94133 
(415)986-2420 


Washington  Square 
Bar(^Grill. 


*icr 


Open  daily  for  Lunch  &  Dinner 

1707  Powell  St.  982-8123 


liIIle 


C  I  T  Y 


Everyday  noon  till  midnight 
Full  bar  until  two  a  m. 


Corne°  or  Union  s  Powell 


Telephone  434-2900 

FREE  PARKING 
(JUST  KIDDING) 


PRINTING 

PLACE 


"Quality  Small  Press  Printing" 

•  a  • 

•  Competrllve  Prices 

■  Stotionery/Business  Cards 

■  Newsletters 

•  Brcxihures/Ftyers 

■  Announcements 

■  NCR  Forms 

•  Stats 


528  GREEN  ST.  at  GRANT 

in  North  Beach 

(4i5)  391-0730 


JULIUS 

CASTIE 

1541  Montgomery  St.  San  Francisco,  CA 

Atop  Telegraph  Hill  overlooking  San  Francisco  Bay 
Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine, 
elegant  service,  rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
with  unsurpassed  views  in  an  intimate  atmos.ohere. 

A  San  Francisco  Tradition  since  1922. 

Lunch  Monday-  Friday  from  ll:30-4:00  p  m. 

Evenings  from  5:00-t0:00  p.m. 


AJI  moior  credit  cards  accepted.  /  Valet  Porkin9  /  Private  Tarties  Welcome 


The  Shadows  is  open  nightly  from  5-10  P.M. 
Valet  Paifcing  /  Private  Parties  Welcome 
All  imyor  credit  cards  accepted. 

For  reservations  please  call  982-5536. 
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Speaking  Out 


NEWS  FROM  THE  PORT  By  Bob  Katz 

Retired  THD  Waterfront  Committee  Chair 


Pier  30/32  Proposal  in  1988 


In  the  past,  Oakland  overtook 
our  Port  largely  because  of  its  early 
switch  to  containerized  shipping, 
taking  advantage  of  the  large  backup 
spaces  needed  for  this  kind  of  cargo. 
Now,  however,  Oakland  is  in  need 
of  deeper  water  for  larger  vessels, 
and  it  has  difficulties  with  permits 
for  dredging  tlie  desired  channel 
depth. 

This  is  where  San  Francisco, 
with  its  deep  water  configuration, 
has  a  decided  advantage  that  we 
should  exploit. 


While  Oakland’s  port,  long 
our  most  successful  competitor,  is 
suddenly  threatened  by  a  serious 
deficit,  the  Port  of  San  Francisco 
has  had  some  favorable  news  to 
report.  While  we  shouldn’t  rejoice 
in  our  new  advantage  over  our  long¬ 
time  competitor,  Oakland,  it  is  use¬ 
ful  to  explore  what  we  can  learn 
from  it. 

All  Bay  Area  ports  are  suffer¬ 
ing  from  tlie  geographic  and  rail 
advantages  of  Seattle  and  Los  An¬ 
geles/Long  Beach.  According  to  tlie 
financial  pages,  major  factors  in 
Oakland’s  problems  are  the  earth¬ 
quake,  the  necessity  to  dredge  in 
order  to  increase  channel  depth  and 
failure  of  the  $100  million  Jack 
London  Square  project,  including 
its  hotel  and  retail  facilities. 


The  Port  of  San  Francisco,  on 
tlie  otlier  hand,  has  recently  been 
selected  as  tlie  destination  of  coffee 
and  cacao  imports,  business  worth 
$4  million  per  year.  There  also  is  a 
lease  with  the  Dutch  shipping  line 
Nedlloyd,  which  is,  however,  still 
uncertain  because  the  line’s  parent 
company  may  own  stakes  in  South 
African  companies. 

Our  Port  won  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars  in  grants  for  tlie  quake  damaged 
fish  processing  center  at  Pier  45. 

The  removal  of  the  elevated 
Embarcadero  will  bring  long-range 
aesthetic  and  economic  benefits  to 
our  waterfront  and  the  entire  City. 

According  to  our  Port’s  fi¬ 
nancial  projections,  its  balance  sheet 
is  now  secure  and  promising. 


Anotlier  lesson  we  can  learn 
from  Oakland,  is  to  avoid  glitzy 
speculations  like  the  Jack  London 
Square  debacle.  Unfortunately, 
there  is  a  real  danger  that  we  are 
about  to  commit  tlie  same  specula¬ 
tive  mistake  -  our  stake  being  $200 
million  instead  of  Oakland’s  $100 
million. 

Scandinavian  developers  want 
to  create  a  Scandinavian  Trade  Cen¬ 
ter  on  one  of  the  Port’s  most  valu¬ 
able  properties;  Piers  30/32  plus  a 
choice  inland  lot,  south  of  tlie  Bay 
Bridge. 

Included  in  their  attractive 
presentation  is  a  huge  globe  with 
educational  displays  honoring  the 
United  Nations  on  the  ground  floor. 

Continued  on  Page  30 
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There  will  also  be  large  retail  and 
other  commercial  facilities,  a  brand 
new  cruise  ship  terminal  and  a  360 
room  hotel  on  the  inland  lot. 

Projected  development  costs: 
$196,000,000,  to  be  financed  by  a 
Danish  pension  fund,  according  to 
the  Port,  with  "not  a  dime  from  tlie 
city". 

Sounds  great?  This  is  where 
San  Francisco  should  learn  from 
Oakland’s  mistakes.  In  order  to 
compensate  tlie  developer  for  his 
huge  financing,  tlie  rent  to  tlie  City 
will  have  to  "take  his  expenses  into 
account".  We  don’thave  the  precise 
figure,  but  according  to  one  of 
Fisherman’s  Wharfs  most  promi¬ 
nent  restaurateurs,  the  rent  for  tliis 
prime  piece  of  property  will  be  no 
more  than  tlie  rent  for  his  restau¬ 
rant!  The  rationale  being  offered  is 
that  a  percentage  of  tlie  Center’s 
income  will  amply  compensate  tlie 
City. 

Is  such  a  speculative  dream 
realistic?  Losses  from  Jack  London 
Square’s  retail  and.  hotel  facilities 
are  one  of  the  prime  causes  for 
Oakland’s  deficit.  Our  own  hotels 
have  been  overbuilt  city-wide  tliese 
past  years. 


As  for  tlie  Cruise  Ship  Termi¬ 
nal,  a  report  by  our  own  Port  Staff 
stated  tliat  there  is  "no  evidence" 
that  "a  new  or  upgraded  Terminal 
will  result  in  increased  cruise  ser¬ 
vice  to  San  Francisco"  (Port  report- 
5/30/90).  Dockings  per  year  have 
shrunk  from  over  100  to  below  40, 
because  of  geographic  factors  and 
reductions  in  cruise  durations  -  not 
because  the  existing  terminal  at  Pier 
35  is  old,  and  cannot  handle  tlie  job. 
It  is  "capable  of  accommodating  tlie 
largest  vessel  currently  afloat",  (Port 
report-5/30/90) 

Renovated  in  1980,  Pier  35  is 
quite  able  to  adequately  handle  even 
an  expanding  cruise  business.  It  is 
now  "idle  85%  of  the  year,  includ¬ 
ing  calls  by  military  vessels"  (Port 
report-5/30/90).  Only  a  lonely 
HORNBLOWER  excursion  boat 
can  be  seen  at  its  side  much  of  time. 
San  Francisco  does  not  need  a  new 
cruise  ship  terminal.  It  has  overbuilt 
hotels  city-wide.  Retail  and  display 
facilities  or  tributes  to  tlie  United 
Nations  are  not  likely  to  produce  the 
income  tliatour  Port  so  badly  needs, 
if  Oakland’s  experience  is  any  indi¬ 
cation.  In  tliis  recession,  which  may 
be  far  from  over,  tlie  Port  should 
follow  hard-nosed  policy  instead- 
of  speculative  ventures  however 
glitzy,  and  however  heavy  die  PR 


(NY  Times  articles,  lunch  witli  Perez 
de  Cuellar,  etc.,  etc). 

Piers  30/32,  with  three  deep¬ 
water  borders  of  932,  845  and  672 
feet  and  a  surface  of  over  14  acres, 
is  ideally  suited  for  cargo  backup 
space.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  tlie  Port 
itself  (see  WHARFSIDE  Jan/ 
Feb. 88)  designated  it  for  tliat  pur¬ 
pose,  calling  it  particularly  suited, 
for  die  needs  of  die  coffee  and  cacao 
trade,  die  very  cargo  for  which  die 
Port  recently  concluded  an  impor¬ 
tant  contract  worth  $4  million  per 
year  (plus  dock  workers  and  truck¬ 
ers’  jobs  and  local  warehouse  busi¬ 
nesses). 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  recent 
financial  successes  of  our  Port  will 
be  followed  by  realistic  and  solid 
projects  rather  dian  a  questionable 
speculation  widi  one  of  our  prime 
maritime  properties. 


Mayor  Agnos  is  report¬ 
edly  interested  in  using  the 
proposed  center  on  Pier  32  as 
die  focus  for  die  1996  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  50di  anniversary  of 
die  San  Francisco  founding  of 
die  United  Nations. 


'jim  Stevens  [>alntina^ 

Licensed  Painting  Contractor 
Residentiai  interiors  and  Exteriors 

THD  References 


V. 


928-8111 


BOB  OISHONGH 

REALTOR  ASSOCIATE 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE  &  INVESTMENTS 
4200  17TH  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  941 14 
415  552-9500  office  ext.  28 
415-641  1080  residence 
415  552  9912  lax 


BAD  NEWS  FOR  THE  COMPETITION 


BANK  Of  CANTON 
Of  CAUfOANIA 

Visa^and  MasterCard^ 


Gedit  Card  Department 

P.O.  Box  26469 
Son  Francisco,  CA  94126-6469 

2533  Noriega  Street 
SonFroncisco  (415)  681-5333 

555  Montgomery  Street 
SonFroncisco  (415)  391-8912 

743  Woshington  Street 
SonFroncisco  (415)  421-5215 


Annual  Pem^ige  Kate* 


$1 5  Annual  Membership  Fee* 
North  Beach  Location 

Lorry  Chui,  Vice  President  and  Branch  Monoger 
1301  Stockton  Street  (off  Broadway) 
SonFroncisco  (415)  989-4088 


900  Webster  Street 
0akbd,(^  (415)  451-5600 

532  North  Atlantic  Boulevard 
Monterey  Pork,  (^(81 8)  289-4110 

14510  Brookhurst  Avenue 
(Orange  County) 

Westminster,  CA  (714)  839-4300 

800  North  Spring  Street 
Los  Angeles,  CA  (213)  629-4638 


Esl.  San  Francisco  1937 


Member  FDIC 


subject  to  change  without  notice.  Giace  Pehod.  25  days.  Method  of  Conyutino  Balance:  aveioge  daily  balance  BicIucSng  new  pucchases  and/oc  cash  advances.  Transaction  Fee  foe 
^h  Advances:  2%  of  cosh  advance.  Late  Payment  Fee:  $3  minimum,  $5  maxmm.  Minimum  Finance  Charge:  $  .50.  OverFiniFee:  $5  per  tmnsodion,  $30nmmumperdoy. 


"America  s"  Natural  Beverage  Company 

CRYSIAL4ikGEYSER» 


NATURAL  BEVERAGES 


P.O.  Box  304.  Calistofia  •  Napa  Ualley.  CA  94515  •  f707J  942*0500 
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